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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Gregory M. Howison, Reg. No. 30,646 on 16 February 2005. 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 18, 19, 20 and 31 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please amend claims 1,21 and 30 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for conducting a contest using a network, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

displaying, on a practical screen of a user computer operably connected to the network at 
a user site, 

a plurality of pick spaces, 

a virtual television set including a first virtual screen, the an apparent area of the 
first virtual screen constituting a first display area of the practical screen showing successive 
images selected from a first plurality of images, a preselected one of the first plurality of images 
being designated a lesson image, and 

a virtual computer including a second virtual screen, an apparent area of the 
second virtual screen constituting a second display area of the practical screen showing a rolling 
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counter depicting successive ones of a plurality of available characters, each character being 
displayed in the rolhng counter for a preselected duration; 

assigning, each time that a lesson image is shown in the first display area, a screen 
cursor is simultaneously positioned within the second display area, and a pointing device 
operably connected to the user computer and is simultaneously triggered, the a then-current 
character shown in the rolling counter to a successive one of the plurality of pick spaces, and 
thereafter displaying the an assigned character in the a corresponding pick space; 

assembling, when each pick space displays an assigned character, an entry data 
packet including data indicative of the assigned character in each of the plurality of pick spaces; 
and 

transmitting the entry data packet from the user computer across the network to a remote 

site; 

receiving the entry data packet at the remote site; and 

determining if the assigned characters in each of the plurality of pick spaces represented 
by the received entry data packet match a preselected winning combination of characters, and if 
so, concluding the received entry data packet to be a winning entry, otherwise, concluding the 
received entry data packet is not a wining entry; 

notifying a user of the contest outcome; and 

wherein the entry data packet further comprises data indicative of the user's identity, and 
wherein the step of notifying includes using the user identity data received in the entry data 
packet to send a message across the network from the remote site to the user site . 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A method in accordance with claim IS, wherein the step of 
assembling the entry data packet further comprises encrypting the data, and wherein the step of 
receiving the entry data packet further comprises decrypting the received packet to extract the 
data. 

30. (Currently Amended) A system for conducting a contest using a network, 
comprising: 

a user computer including a screen and a screen pointing device and being disposed at a 
user site and operably connected to the network; 

a second computer disposed at a remote site and operably connected to the network; 
the user computer displaying, on a practical screen, 
a plurality of pick spaces, 

a virtual television set including a first virtual screen, the an apparent area of the 
first virtual screen constituting a first display area of the practical screen showing successive 
images selected from a first plurality of images, a preselected one of the first plurality of images 
being designated a lesson image, and 

a virtual computer including a second virtual screen, the apparent area of the 
second virtual screen constituting a second display area of the practical screen showing a rolling 
counter depicting successive ones of a plurality of available characters, each character being 
displayed in the rolling counter for a preselected duration; 

the user computer, each time that the lesson image is shown in the first display area, a 
screen cursor is simultaneously positioned within the second display area, and a pointing device 
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operably connected to the user compute is simultaneously triggered, assigning the a then-current 
character shown in the rolling counter to a successive one of the plurality of pick spaces, and 
thereafter displaying the assigned character in the corresponding pick space; and 

the user computer, when each pick space displays an assigned character, assembling an 
entry data packet including data indicative of the assigned character in each of the plurality of 
pick spaces, and transmitting the entry data packet from the user computer across the network to 
the second computer[.] ; and 

wherein the second computer, after receiving the entry data packet at the remote site, 

determines if the assigned characters in each of the plurality of pick spaces represented by the 
received entry data packet match a preselected winning combination of characters, and if so, 
concluding that the received entry data packet is a winning entry, otherwise, concluding that the 
received entry data packet is not a wining entry; 

notifying a user of the contest outcome; and 
wherein the entry data packet further comprises data indicative of the user's identity, and 
wherein the step of notifying includes using the user identity data received in the entry data 
packet to send a message across the network from the remote site to the user site . 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the prior art 
of record teaches or suggests a method for conducting a contest using a network, the method 
comprising the steps of: displaying, on a practical screen of a user computer operably connected 
to the network at a user site, a plurality of pick spaces, a virtual television set including a first 
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virtual screen, the an apparent area of the first virtual screen constituting a first display area of 
the practical screen showing successive images selected from a first plurality of images, a 
preselected one of the first plurality of images being designated a lesson image, and a virtual 
computer including a second virtual screen, an apparent area of the second virtual screen 
constituting a second display area of the practical screen showing a rolling counter depicting 
successive ones of a plurality of available characters, each character being displayed in the 
rolling counter for a preselected duration; assigning, each time that a lesson image is shown in 
the first display area, a screen cursor is simultaneously positioned within the second display area, 
and a pointing device operably connected to the user computer and is simultaneously triggered, 
the a then-current character shown in the rolling counter to a successive one of the plurality of 
pick spaces, and thereafter displaying the an assigned character in the a corresponding pick 
space; assembling, when each pick space displays an assigned character, an entry data packet 
including data indicative of the assigned character in each of the plurality of pick spaces; and 
transmitting the entry data packet from the user computer across the network to a remote site; 
receiving the entry data packet at the remote site; and determining if the assigned characters in 
each of the plurality of pick spaces represented by the received entry data packet match a 
preselected winning combination of characters, and if so, concluding the received entry data 
packet to be a winning entry, otherwise, concluding the received entry data packet is not a 
wining entry; notifying the user of the contest outcome; and wherein the entry data packet further 
comprises data indicative of the user's identity, and wherein the step of notifying includes using 
the user identity data received in the entry data packet to send a message across the network from 
the remote site to the user site. 
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3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

4. Claims 1-17 and 21-30 are allowed. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William C. Vaughn, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3922. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-6:00, 1st and 2nd Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866/2 L7-91^(tpll-firee) 



Conclusion 
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